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The Holy Cross Herald April 2019
The Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    +    51 West Main Street    +    North East, PA 

”By the power of the holy cross….” 
 

 

We adore you, O Christ, and  
we bless you, becausee by your holy  
cross you have redeemed the world! 
 

Lent, Holy Week and    
  Easter at Holy Cross 
Our parish observance of Holy Week will 
begin with the Liturgy of the Palms in the 
parish hall, then a procession into the 
church.  The week ends with the most sa-
cred observance in the church year, the 
Triduum, three days that commemorate 
Jesus’s passion, death and resurrection.  
This is the culmination of  Lent and the                                         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                           beginning of that   
                                         ‘new Creation’  
                                        promised in the  
                                      gospel, a time for  
                                        renewal of faith 
and understanding of our call. On Maun-
dy Thursday we will celebrate  the tradi-
tional eucharist at 7 pm, followed by the 
stripping of the altar in preparation for 
Good Friday.   On Good Friday itself the 
community service will be at noon, place 
and preacher TBA.  HC’s own liturgy will 
be at 7 pm.  The Easter festal eucharists 
will be at 8:30 and 10:30 on Sunday 
morning.   Since Easter falls on the third  
Sunday, our regular Brunch day, some vo- 
 

lunteers have offered to serve an old-
fashion Easter breakfast that day, before 
the 10:30 eucharist, to take the place of 
the early coffee hour.  Join us at 9:30 to 
begin the festivities. The next week we 
will have the joy and privilege of bapti-
sing little Rosalie Keith, our newest 
member. 

   

The many opportunities for worship and 
meditation offered in this short time are 
there for you to take advantage of, time to 
remember, understand, ponder and give 
thanks for God’s love poured out for us, 
life brought out of death, new life offered 
to those whose hope was gone 
Take time to follow the Way  
of the Cross and experience 
‘the power of the holy cross’  
and resurrection in your own  
life in this season. Invite a friend to come 
with you to worship at Holy Cross.  You 
will be glad you did!                          + 
 

Flowers for Easter 
If you would like to donate 
lilies or other spring flowers 
to help beautify the church  
for our Easter celebration, see 
Debby Seifert, or place your donation in 
the offering plate on Sundays (the 
envelopes say ‘Ascension’), along with a 
note telling us who or what is being 
remembered by the gift.                          + 
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April  
Calendar 
 
  7 – Fifth Sunday in Lent  
             Pampered  Chef party        6 pm 
  8 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
12 – Supper /Study / Service           6 pm 
14 – Palm Sunday,  
            the Sunday of the Passion 
       Liturgy of the Palms           10:30 am 
15 - AA open meeting                     8 pm 
19 – Supper /Study / Service           6 pm 
18 – Maundy Thursday eucharist  7 pm 
19 – Good Friday 
    Community worship at        Noon 
         Good Friday liturgy at HC      7 pm 
21 –   Easter Day,  
         the Feast of the Resurrection       
      Easter Pancake Breakfast      9:30 am      
22 -  AA open meeting                 8 pm                     
26 –– Supper /Study / Service         6 pm                  
28 – Second Sunday of Easter 
         Baptism of Rosalie Keith 
29 – AA open meeting                     8 pm 
     

 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS  
2 – Scott Neff         14 – Donna Fuller 

 

Bishop’s Committee 

 After a hiatus of several months, the BC 
finally got together on March 24 for some 
planning and decision-making.  Present 
were Anne Bardol, Donna Fuller, Lisa 
Furey, Carol Carlson and guest Julie 
Creed.  Our meditation topic was the 
song of Isaiah 55, all about God’s invita-
tion to comfort and rest with all needs 
supplied.   The song also notes that God 
says, ‘My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor your ways my ways’, calling us to turn 
from confidence in our own ways and to-
ward humble listening for what God 
would have us do. 
 

The agenda focused on the outdoors.  Be-
fore we knew that we would be getting 
the new lot beyond the parking lot, a bid 
was received from Darrell Pound to fin-
ish paving the area; this will have to be re-
vised to include the new territory.  {New 
bid for about $10,000 has now been re-
ceived.}  Also all the paperwork for incor-
porating the new acquisitions will have to 
be re-done.  We decided to employ Flavio                
Urbieta for lawn-care and outdoor main-
tenance this summer, since our present 
contractor’s departure.  We are still look-
ing for a lift; but we will now wait until 
the property warden’s return next month.  
Carol suggested our attending a seminar 
on family-system dynamics in Western 
NY, but we felt that we could learn about 
this ‘at home’ without the risks of wasting 
our time.  We continue to discuss Carol’s 
possible replacement, and the financial 
adjustments this will entail.     + 
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Notes from the Treasurer 
               Beg. Balance              8 

Incoming    2,432 
Outgoing    2,431 
End. Bal                   9 

 

 

Pampered Chef Party –   
                     everyone welcome! 
 

                        On Sunday evening, April   
                          7, at 6 pm, Tiffany Keith   
                         invites the whole congre-
gation to a demonstration of Pampered 
Chef cookware and kitchen aids by Chris 
Babo, PC consultant.  Chris has recently 
presented several of these occasions, host-
ed by Holy Cross members, featuring all 
the gadgets PC offers and the wonderful 
food you can cook with them.  Join us for 
this fun and delicious learning experience 
and get discounts on products.              + 
 

Coming in May . . . 

- The Parish Yard Sale, May 17 and 18, 
for which we will need all that stuff you 
have been trying to get rid of from your 
attic, garage and living areas.   
Now is the time to get star- 
ted weeding it out!  This 
is also a great outreach 
opportunity, and our plans  
include hospitality for shoppers and 
plenty of chance for them to get ac-
quainted with HC.                          + 
 

The Last Word . . . 

I like to write something significant as a Last 
Word for an Easter Herald, but this year, after 5 
weeks of being mostly in bed (with a short break 

before round 2 of this malaise, the really heavy-
duty version), invention fails me. Just keeping my 
head above water is about all I can do.  True 
enough, resurrection assumes larger importance 
when you’re facing possible death (which I sup-
pose I am when azithromycin eventually stops kil-
ling this stuff); but it’s hard to think so far ahead 
when the mind is fully occupied with the next ac-
tion, the next glass of water, the next time the 
dogs need to go out.  It’s as mentally and spiritual-
ly exhausting as physically – getting the brain to 
work on even the simplest tasks is like pulling 
teeth.  So I’m taking refuge in Lenten humility, 
trying to minimise the importance of myself, re-
calling C. S. Lewis’s quip, ‘Humility is not think-
ing less of yourself; it’s thinking of yourself less.’   
 

So many others in this world are suffering so 
much more intensely than I am – the prisoners in 
the jails of Russia, North Korea, Saudi Arabia, 
South America, Turkey, Iran, the US – the list is 
practically endless; the women who die routinely, 
predictably in childbirth or sex-slavery; the children 
in their cages on our own nation’s borders, and 
their anguished parents who don’t know where 
they are; the victims of diseases we know how to 
cure, who can’t get medicine to do it; the old peo-
ple trying to decide whether to pay the rent or buy 
their own medicine.  It’s a terrible world.  It does 
not have to be this terrible; everything is made 
much worse by the greed that controls our society, 
much like the society that crucified the Son of 
God. In such a world resurrection isn’t just a nice 
idea – it might be the only thing that allows peo-
ple to hope amid their sorrow and pain.  At least 
it tells them whose side God is on in the struggle 
between their pain and the cruelty of the strong.   
We need to speak that word of hope with all our 
strength, by what we do even more than what we 
say, by the intensity of our commitment to right-
ing the wrongs that greed inflicts on the helpless 
and creating an image of the resurrected life right 
here at Holy Cross.  Death may hold sway around 
us, but it does not get the last word in God’s eco-
nomy.  God’s last word is Easter –life and hope.  + 
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+   Episcopal Church of the Holy Cross    + 
            51 West Main Street 

           North East, PA 16428 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Holy Cross Herald is the monthly publication of the Episcopal Church of the Holy 
Cross, 51 West Main Street in North East, 16428 – also at (814) 725-4679, or on the Web 
at www.holycrossne.org.  Subscribe to the e-edition online – just send your e-mail address 
to us via  the website.   Whoever you are, the Episcopal Church welcomes you!  We seek to 
worship God in openness, charity and joy, and serve our neighbors near and far. 
 
 

 

Weekly Calendar 

Sunday  8:30 & 10:30 am -   Holy Eucharist 
         11:30 am    -    Coffee and fellowship 
                            Brunch, 3rd Sunday 
Monday   
 8 pm - Alcoholics Anonymous  
               open meeting         Downstairs lounge                   
Friday  
6 pm  Supper / Study / Service     Parish hall 

           

Saturday (3rd Sat.) Craft Group       Parish hall                
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 5 

Healing and help: David, Reid, Roland, Sue, Walter and his family, Martha, Janet, Jim, Bill, Katie, Gloria, Ian, Carlo, 
Juanita, Dale, John, Joseph, Jason, Mia,  Nels, Gianna, Peggy, Gayle, Dan, Susie, Jane, Amber, John and Becky, Chris, 
Owen, Catherine, Jody, Allison, Shauna, Ron, Ken, Doreen, Anne; Heather, Morgan, Keith, Chris, Zach, Harrison, Cara, 
Cordell, Corey, Danny, David, Jennifer, and all in our armed forces and in harm’s way; the poor and destitute, refugees, 
prisoners (especially those under torture), addicts; victims of war, terror and disaster; the cold, hungry, homeless, abused, 
lonely, bereaved or afraid 
Our national leaders, the United Nations, our armed forces; the people of the Middle East, Afghanistan, Africa, Central 
and South America, Haiti, Burma, China, Tibet                                          
Our church: Our mission, leaders and ministries       Fellow Christians:  The churches of North East; the persecuted 

 

                                                                       

                                                              
 

                                    APRIL 7            APRIL 14  - PALM SUNDAY       APRIL 21 - EASTER              APRIL 28                         
Altar              Joanne Hopkins               Lisa Furey                            Debby Seifert                     Anne Bardol 
 

Greeters                                                                  -     VOLUNTEERS     - 
 

Acolyte                                                               -     Lisa Furey and staff   -  
 

Lector            William Miller                  Julie Creed                           Jane Jones                  Deb Huck 
 

Chalice                                                                      Anne Bardol ,  Lisa Furey                             
 

Coffee                 Debby Seifert              Donna Fuller                   Easter Pancake Breakfast             Deb Huck                      
 

Tellers             Huck /Hopkins            Seifert / Beach                   Creed / volunteer                  Furey /Jones                                       
 

Trash                                                         –          Debby Seifert          –          

 

Many thanks to all who volunteer for these important jobs! 

 


